
 

 

 

 
     
         

 

 

Itôs that time of year again when the forecasters are 

telling us that the summer is going to be a hot one, 

and the refrigerant suppliers tell us that there is going 

to be a shortage so the prices have to go up again. 

 

But it seems that there is a genuine shortage on R134a 

this year due to increased demand worldwide, it is 

said that demand for R134a still increases by 5-10% 

annually. 

 

While the demand for R134a is increasing, the pro-

duction capacity is actually reducing. This is down to 

production plants being shut down for repairs or be-

ing reconstructed for other production purposes. 

 

The shutting down of some of the production facilities 

may be down to the economic situation where compa-

nies are doing what ever they can to cut their costs 

and improve earnings.  

 

Another supply factor is the limited availability of the 

raw materials needed to produce R134a, global pro-

duction was reduced by around 25% and not likely to 

be restored in the near future. 

 

So to sum up, there is going to be a shortage of R134a 

if we get a hot summer as demand will increase, we 

already know that prices have gone through the roof, 

buying a cylinder for £55.00 has long gone. So our ad-

vice would be shop around for you gas, Local motor 

factors etc to get the best deal you can. 

 

http://www.acreair.co.uk/consumables/Cons.pdf


The European commission regulation 842/2006 principal objective is focussed on containing, preventing and 

thereby reducing the emissions of fluorinated gases which are covered by the Kyoto protocol. Key obligations 

in the regulations have applied in the U.K since 4 th  July 2007.  

The containment and recovery articles in the regulations have had an impact on the Mobile Air Conditioning 

industry and for the personnel involved in the servicing and recovery of F gases from MAC systems (Mobile 

Automotive systems). The Regulation also calls for the control on the supply of F gases, and a minimum re-

frigerant handling qualification for those servicing and repairing MAC systems.  

The emissions from Automotive Air -conditioning systems accounted for 11% of the UK total 2005 emissions of 

F gases. So whilst the quantity of F gas contained in a system is relatively small, usually less than 1 kg in 

each vehicle, the number of systems in the U.K and their potential to leak makes them a cause for concern.  

Air conditioning systems found in vehicles built after 1993 use R134a as the refrigerant. The number of car air

-conditioning systems has increased significantly since the late 1990s and as the typical life of a vehicle is 12 

years, most systems in existence use an HFC refrigerant. In the future there will be a ban on the use of F 

gases in car air conditioning; this will be introduced through the MAC Directive which affects car manufactur-

ers and the vehicles they release from 2011.  

The aim of the F -gas Regulations is to control the use of the HFC refrigerant and gradually phase it out. The 

main points that the F -gas addresses that will affect all Vehicle Air -conditioning technicians are:  

The Placing of disposable bottles / non refillable bottles or containers of R134a which were filled after 4 th  

July 2007 have been banned. Bottles filled before this date were ok to supply / purchase until stocks 

were exhausted, then the returnable bottles with deposits will be supplied to encourage the bottles 

to be returned.  

Training of Personnel, under the new F -gas regulations it will be legally required for all technicians work-

ing on Automotive Air -conditioning systems to hold a valid qualification from July 4th 2010. These 

qualifications are :  

City & Guilds 5101 / 301 Refrigerant Handling for mobile A/C systems  

The Institute of the motor industry (IMI) Air -conditioning Refrigerant handling (IMIA/AC08/1)  

IMI Awards ltd IMIAL level 3 Award in Automotive refrigerant handling QCA I.D no 500/4225/7  
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